OLYMPIC COLLEGE

Value Statement Drafts
As of March 1, 2008
We honor our shared values by holding ourselves and each other accountable for…..

· A Commitment to Life-long Learning 

For us this includes…..

· Assessing our work rigorously and reflectively to improve our practice

· Being open to changing our practices and behaviors as we learn better ways of working 

· Taking thoughtful risks to acquire new perspectives and skills

· Creating a learning environment where each learner is welcomed, encouraged and supported

· The Practice of Civil and Constructive Discourse and Respect for Diversity

For us this includes…..

· Living the principles of academic freedom and intellectual honesty

· Modeling civility as the hallmark of our institution
· Demonstrating tolerance and respect for the differences of others

· Listening, hearing and understanding each other

· Being open-minded problem solvers and managing conflicts proactively and effectively
· A Dedication to Public Service and Higher Education (Our Work)

For us this includes…..

· Commitment to student achievement

· Passion for the mission of higher education

· Embracing the wide-ranging goals of community colleges

· Striving to  meet or exceed professional standards of practice and ethics
· Fostering innovation, creativity, and flexibility in our efforts to offer exemplary education and service

· A Quest for Community and Environmental Health

For us this includes…..

· Valuing the wellbeing and sustainability of our community

· Serving as stewards of our environment

· Making choices and engaging in practices that create the environmental health and economic vitality necessary to achieve social justice

· The Thoughtful Use of Our Limited Resources (including Ourselves)

For us this includes…..

· Collaboratively identifying, prioritizing and communicating our goals

· Working together cooperatively and collaboratively as we accomplish our tasks

· Identifying, sharing, and making the most effective use of our resources

· Seeking a balanced work environment in which we are efficient and competent, but also, joyful, kind, and friendly

Value Statement Themes

As of December 15, 2007

Our Students

Student success is the heart of everything we do

Whole person

Learning

Vocation

Support

Achievement of goals

Life

Accessibility

Initial statement draft: We value student achievement as our reason for being

Ourselves

Self-awareness/Self-management

Open minded problem solvers

Learners

Creative/innovative

Flexible

Willing to change

Proactive

Accountability

Self-care

Motivated

Enthusiastic

Fun

Willing to take calculated risks

Commitment to taking risks in learning

Initial statement draft: We are committed to the risks of learning and we value, creative, flexible, innovative, open-minded problem solvers who evidence integrity, self-awareness and self-management as they demonstrate ethical self-care and personal accountability.  (Used all words as an example.)

Our Work

Dedicated to higher education

Good education practices

Knowledgeable

Effective

High standards for our individual practices

Commitment to learning

Commitment to improving

Supportive infrastructure

Initial statement draft: We value providing education and student support guided by the highest standards so that students may achieve and express their highest potential.

Our Surroundings

Community wellbeing and sustainability

Care for and contribute to our community


Environmental health


Social justice


Economic vitality

Initial statement draft: We value community wellbeing and sustainability as reflected in our stewardship of our environmental health and economic vitality to achieve social justice.

Each Other

We value each other – respect, support, care for, treat each other equitably, are accessible to each other

Teamwork and learning

Effective communication

Value critical and constructive discourse

Manage conflicts

Civility

Prioritization

Initial statement draft: We value, respect and support each other as members of a collaborative community that engages in critical yet constructive discourse.

