MAPS
Mentoring and Advising for Persistence and Success

· WHO are we?  The MAPS program provides first generation students (students whose parents do not have a bachelor’s degree) with an opportunity to be mentored by an Olympic College faculty and/or professional staff member.  
· WHAT do we do?  The MAPS program provides an opportunity for Olympic College students to meet with Olympic College faculty and/or professional staff members to exchange ideas and thoughts on, at minimum, the following: (1.) provide guidance to students on the process of selecting academic courses; (2.) discuss time management with students; (3.) encourage students to develop and maintain a support system; (4.) assist students in identifying current strengths and skills, and acquiring new strengths and skills; (5.) work with students in identifying their academic and career objectives; (6.) make appropriate referrals to Olympic College resources.
· WHERE do we meet?  The MAPS Olympic College mentors and the Olympic College students meet at mutually agreed upon times at Olympic College.
· WHEN do we meet?  The MAPS Olympic College mentors and the Olympic College students meet a minimum of three times per quarter.

· WHY do we exist?  The MAPS program is one of many Olympic College efforts at increasing the retention and persistence of first generation students.
· PROCESS:  The MAPS program requires a one hour orientation at SEAC where the Olympic College faculty or professional/staff mentor will receive a packet containing, among other material, an Olympic College resources brochure, an Olympic College faculty and/or professional staff member and Olympic College student mentoring agreement, and an Olympic College MAPS guideline for the initial meeting. 
The Olympic College students, who wish to participate in the MAPS program, are recruited out of Olympic College general studies courses.  The Olympic College students provide contact information, academic and career interests, and personal hobbies.
Mentor/Mentee Recruitment Activities

· The MAPS program to date, has recruited 52 Olympic College students expressing an interest in being mentored by an Olympic College faculty and/or professional staff member, since October 2006.  The Olympic College students were recruited from General Studies classes in the fall of 2006, and on the following subsequent dates: (a.) 1/3/0/07; (b.) 1/31/07; (c.) 2/27/07.
· The MAPS program distributed emails to three Olympic college department email addresses (B&T Div, MESHFAC, and SSHFAC) on 2/9/07, recruiting Olympic College faculty members to mentor Olympic College students; the MAPS program received one faculty response, and the faculty member was assigned a student to mentor.
· The MAPS program was allowed to give a brief presentation to the SSHFAC faculty meeting on Tuesday, 4/3/07; the MAPS program received one faculty response, and the faculty member will be paired with two Olympic College students to mentor during the week of 4/9/07.
· The MAPS program distributed approximately 45 peer to peer mentoring flyers on 2/15/07, in the cafeteria of the Bremer Student Center, during the noon lunch hour.  The peer to peer flyers advertised for Olympic college students to mentor other Olympic College students, and for Olympic College students who wished to be mentored by other Olympic College students.  The flyers were distributed to students eating their lunches in the Bremer Student Center at nearly all of the available cafeteria tables; the MAPS program received interest from one student.  
· The MAPS program is currently participating in the Bremerton High School First Generation College Group project.  The voluntary project looks to help Bremerton High School seniors understand the steps needed to apply for college, and to help walk them through the process, and to register at Olympic College.  

MAPS PROGRAM DATA

MAPS Fall/2006 Participants

· Fourteen  MAPS students were mentored during the fall of 2006

· The 14 students had an average cumulative grade point average (g.p.a.) of 2.55
· There were 10 of the 14 original MAPS students from the fall of 2006 who enrolled in the winter quarter of 2007. (71.4% retention).

MAPS Winter/2007 Participants

The data for the MAPS participants who were recruited from the winter quarter of 2007 has not been established.  The winter quarter students of 2007 have not all been paired with an Olympic College faculty and/or professional staff member.  
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