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	Baseball: Hanging On To Fourth Place in North
The OC baseball team’s .500 play over the last three weeks has put the Rangers in a spot to contend for the playoffs. After weathering a nine-game losing streak earlier this year, the Rangers have bounced back and battled to a 5-7 league record half way through the league season. The top four teams in the North Division make the playoffs – this year’s number three and four spots will most likely come down to the final weekend, as they usually do in the North. 

Olympic (8-16-1) was defeated by Shoreline 2-0 in game one April 16th, and won in comeback fashion 3-1 in game two – after head coach Ryan Parker was ejected for arguing balls and strikes. Sunday April 17th the Rangers won 2-1 – again a come-from-behind victory – on a squeeze bunt play that tied the game in the top of the 7th inning. In game two Shoreline staged their own comeback win, 3-2. Wednesday’s makeup games at Douglas College in British Columbia, Canada were mirror images of eachother. Game 1: OC 12, Douglas 2. Game 2: Douglas 12, OC 2. 
A tough road is ahead for OC – they finish with Bellevue, Edmonds, and Everett. Bellevue (14-2, 22-10) is currently in first place in the North and is ranked #3 on the West Coast in the ABCA Pacific Division poll; they are ranked #1 in the most recent NWAACC baseball poll that was released today. Everett (11-4, 21-8) sits in second and is #19 on the West Coast; they are #5 in the NWAACC’s poll. Edmonds (4-8, 15-13) trails Olympic by one game in 5th place.
Pitching has been the constant for the team of late. In the series against Shoreline three of OC’s four starting pitchers went complete games. Lefty Josh Arnold (Las Vegas, Nev.) leads the team in victories with five. Brett Pickett (Elko, Nev.) has stepped into the starting rotation and given the Rangers three straight solid outings. Sophomore Brad Fairweather (South Kitsap) has had the hot bat, upping his average to .300 with last Wednesday’s split against Douglas. Outfielder Kyle Doucette (Chimacum) has been a pest on the basepaths; he has 12 stolen bases on the season. OC hosts Bellevue for a 11:00 a.m. doubleheader at the Kitsap Fairgrounds Saturday.
Track: Adding More NWAACC Qualifiers

The OC distance track team competed in meets April 8th at the Ralph Vernacchia Invite in Bellingham, and the Lewis and Clark Invitational on April 16th in Portland. Western Washington University and Lewis and Clark University hosted the meets.


Irene Moore (Kings West) continues to have strong performances in multiple events. Moore improved her personal best in the 400 meter hurdles and is number two overall on the NWAACC Championship meet qualifying list in the 3,000 meter steeplechase. Moore had individual finishes of 5th in the 400 meter hurdles (1:09.25) at Bellingham, and 3rd in the same event (1:08.87) at Portland. She was also a member of the women's 4x400 meter relay team that finished 7th (Bellingham) and 8th (Portland) overall respectively. 

Taylor Person qualified for the NWAACC Championship meet in the Triple Jump – her mark was good enough for 5th on the list. For the men, Brenden Schruhl's (Olympic) first try in the 3,000 meter steeplechase resulted in the 8th overall spot on the NWAACC's qualifying list. The track teams had the weekend off but will be back at it this Saturday when they travel to Lacey, Wash. for the Saint Martin's Invite.
Softball: Selah Tourney and League Results
The Rangers softball team went 2-3 at the Selah Tournament the weekend of April 16th. It was the first tournament Olympic has been able to play this spring. OC beat Blue Mountain 2-1 and Chemeketa 8-6, but lost to Walla Walla 17-7, Wenatchee 5-2, and Spokane 9-3.
Sophomore Lexi Orteza (Olympic) continues to be the catalyst for the offense. The second baseman has been notching extra base hits in numerous games. She had an extra base hit in four of the Rangers five tournament games in Selah.
OC was crushed by Bellevue on April 20th (14-1 and 16-0), but fought back to earn a split against second-place Everett two days later. Both games went extra innings. Bridjet Box (South Kitsap) and Jessica Klump (Olympic) homered in game one, a 6-5 loss. Corinne Kleeberger (West Seattle) got the win in the 8-6 win in the nightcap.

Saturday they followed up with a sweep of last-place Edmonds – 11-0 and 12-1 – in two five-inning run-rule shortened games. Box and Olivia Markovich (Central Kitsap) went yard in the game two win. Jillian Stewart (Enumclaw) collected the win on the mound. Edmonds (0-20) has yet to get in the win column this year.
The Rangers (6-6, 8-9) have a pivotal week upcoming, playing three more league series this week. Shoreline is first Tuesday, followed by home games against Douglas Friday, and a road trip to Skagit Valley on Saturday. Shoreline (8-4, 8-11) is in third place, Douglas (7-5, 8-10) holds fourth, and Skagit (2-10, 3-13) is behind the Rangers in sixth. The top four teams make the playoffs in the North Division.
Golf: Men and Women Fourth Overall

The men’s and women’s golf teams were in Portland April 10th and 11th for the NWAACC’s Portland tournament. Olympic College Director of Athletics Barry Janusch was the tournament director. Ten different NWAACC school’s competed at the Heron Lakes Greenback Golf Course. The OC women finished tied for third overall; the men placed fourth.
Eric Nelson (Chimacum) led the way for the men with an impressive 2nd-place individual finish overall with a score of 148. Joey McNelis (Gig Harbor) was 8th overall, shooting a 150. For the women Breanne Toigo (Gig Harbor) was the highest finisher with a 187, which put her in 13th place. Men’s golf coach Bjorne Bjorke has been stressing the mental side of golf with his team lately, trying to get his golfers to focus on the immediate shot at hand.

In the NWAACC’s overall standings, both teams are fourth overall. The men have 18 points, the women 16.5. Teams are awarded one point for each head-to-head win they get over an NWAACC opponent at league matches. The next league match is May 8-9 at the Southwestern Oregon Tournament.
Home Games This Week

FRIDAY

SOFTBALL – 2pm (DH) vs. Douglas @ Kitsap Fairgrounds 

SATURDAY

BASEBALL – 11am (DH) vs. Bellevue @ Kitsap Fairgrounds
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