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Sam Guilsao blocks a pass
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	Men’s Basketball Still Fighting
A classic trademark of Barry Janusch-led teams is their effort on the court. This year is no different. Even in a season that hasn’t gone as expected, Janusch is getting the most out of his players. “They play hard. They haven’t quit. They are still listening to what we are talking about. Nobody in there has cashed it in by any means,” said Janusch.

A lack of size inside, an inability to close out games, and streaks of good play that haven’t been sustained have been the Rangers downfall in a trying season.

Freshman Eli Olsen (Bremerton HS) was a bright spot in the loss to Bellevue on Saturday. He scored 13 points in 15 minutes seeing his first action since an injury earlier this season.

This past Wednesday the Rangers played another close game, losing to Shoreline 77-70. OC had a slow start in the second half that they couldn’t recover from.

On February 5th, OC came up with key defensive stops that turned into a comeback win against the Everett Trojans. It was their first league victory this season. After a tight back-and-forth contest, the Rangers, motivated by some “Defense!” chants from the crowd, got three straight defensive stops to beat Everett 77-72 at home. Isaiah Thompson had a big game with 24 points and 8 rebounds.
Olympic will look to finish strong in their last five games. The last two home games of the season against Seattle (next Monday) and Edmonds (next Wednesday) are games in which the Rangers should match up well against their opponents. Seattle and Edmonds narrowly beat the Rangers on their home floors the first time through league play.
The men take on Skagit Valley Saturday at Mount Vernon, Wash. Skagit comes into the game 10-2 in league play – they are tied for first place in the NWAACC North Division.
Lady Rangers Finding Groove on Hardwood
Head coach Tammy Helwig thinks the women’s basketball team has continued to improve as the season has progressed. Her team’s performance is starting to sell her argument. Olympic has won two of their last four games. Last Wednesday they put together an impressive win against Shoreline, led by sophomore Cassie Fawcett’s 22 points. Point guard Irene Moore added 14 points in the 70-51 win.
Last Saturday they lost to a very good Bellevue squad on the road, but played them tough. OC had the edge on the glass, outrebounding the Bulldogs. Helwig said Ranger foul trouble made it tough for them down the stretch. Fawcett lead the team in scoring for the second straight game with 25 points.
OC faces a tough challenge on the road this Saturday versus Skagit Valley. The Cardinals (18-4) hold the top spot in the NWAACC North Division and have already clinched a playoff berth. The women lost at home to Skagit on January 19th 89-61. Skagit was ranked #5 in the most recent NWAACC Women’s Basketball poll. 

Future Rangers Sign Letters of Intent
The men’s baseball team is off to a very good start for their 2012 recruiting class. The NWAACC’s second letter of intent release that came out February 10th saw three high school seniors, all pitchers, sign with Olympic College. Touted left-handed pitcher Tyler Donahou (Peninsula High), and right-handers Kurtis Longver (Wilson High) and Devin Smith (West Seattle High) will pitch for the Rangers next year. Donahou had been recruited by several Division I schools including Seattle University, University of Nevada-Reno, and the University of Portland. Donahou and Smith are on Baseball Northwest’s Watch List for high school seniors. Head coach Ryan Parker also has six other verbal commitments from players outside the state of Washington.
Head volleyball coach Beth Donnelly signed her first recruit for next year – Vicky Vaught from Shoshone High School in Shoshone, Idaho. Vaught is a 5’10’’ middle hitter. 
“She is raw but has a lot of upside. She puts up a big block – something we were lacking last fall. She will bring strength to the offense in the front row,” Donnelly said. She has also received another verbal commitment from an outside hitter.

Kelsey Lucostic is the first signing for the softball team.  From Billings, Mont., Lucostic is a corner player (first and third base). Head coach Jessica Cabato also has two other verbal commitments from a shortstop and utility infielder.
Women’s soccer added their second signing, another local player, Tristan Stromberg from North Mason High. 
The next letter of intent release is Thursday, February 24th.
Q & A with Jodie Collins
Many people at Olympic College’s Bremerton campus probably already know Jodie Collins. What they may not know is that Jodie serves as the Women’s Commissioner for the Athletic Department. We sat down with Jodie for a Q&A. 
Q: How long have you been the Women’s Commissioner for the OC Athletics Department?
A: Going on almost two years now.

Q: What do you do in that role?
A: I get to go to quarterly meetings with other commissioners in our region to talk about different schedules, issues, and celebrations. We make decisions. Once a year we go and meet up with all the commissioners in the NWAACC and work on different proposals which includes voting. The most important thing is that I enjoy is being able to work with our individual athletes here at Olympic College. I help them navigate through the school system with their documentations, their schedules, any issues they might have, and I also help our head coaches and assistant coaches.
Q: How does being the Women’s Commissioner tie together with being the Multicultural Center Program Coordinator?
A: It’s blended very well together. My job is to meet student’s needs in the Multicultural Center and it just makes sense to blend the two areas together and help our athletes. It helps to build a stronger cohesive group here at OC.
Q: What do you enjoy doing outside of work? 
A: I love being with my family and spending time with my son. I have an almost 16-year old son, and we do a lot together. We do Hawaiian outrigger canoe paddling, and I love salsa dancing. I love going out dancing.
Q: Tell us something we don’t already know about you.
A: Because I’m very busy and my work requires me to interact and engage and help solve people’s issues, when I go home, I literally like to go to bed at six o’clock in the evening.
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