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Josh Koets drives the lane
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Barry Janusch
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Women’s Basketball Team

Photo by Debra Montez
	The Real Season Begins For Men’s Basketball
After completing the preseason schedule the men’s basketball team is already facing a good deal of adversity. There are some roster shakeups. Head coach Barry Janusch has dismissed freshman forward Ricky King and freshman guard Tionne Curry from the team for “conduct detrimental to the team”. They also lost freshman big-man Rickie Hollis to a season-ending knee injury in practice that will require surgery.
Two new faces will join the team for Wednesday night’s league opener versus Peninsula. Alonzo James, a 6’3’’ forward from Bath, Maine and Vinicius Meller, a 6’7’’, 220-pound center from Brazil will both suit up in white for OC.

It took the Rangers six games to claim victory number one of the season, but on December 22nd, OC beat Clackamas 64-59 at the ShoWare Center in Auburn, Wash. The Rangers came close in an overtime loss to Walla Walla in Moses Lake, Wash. on December 11th, and in a home contest against Lower Columbia losing by a single point, 78-to-77. The win over Clackamas could be a turning point for the season. They are the two-time defending NWAACC champion.
Janusch has a positive outlook for league play. “This is a brand new season with league. We had the toughest preseason schedule of any of the Northern teams. Our current record (1-6 overall) doesn’t indicate our level of play. Our division looks wide open with no dominant team. If we can win at home and get the home crowd involved in the cozy confines of the BSC we have as good a shot as anyone,” he said.

Sophomore guard Isaiah Thompson (Central Kitsap HS) leads the team in scoring at an 18 point clip per game; Bremerton High school’s Josh Koets is the team’s leading rebounder with 8 boards per game.
Q & A with Barry Janusch

This year marks the return of men’s basketball coach Barry Janusch. It’s been nine years since he’s been on the sidelines – we took a few minutes to ask him some questions about what it’s been like so far this time around.
Q: How has the game and players changed since the last time you were on the bench?
A: There seems to be a lot more one-on-one play and more freedom for players offensively…not as disciplined as it was in the past. Fundamentals are not as good as they were.

Q: What do you love about coaching?
A: The challenge of trying to figure out the best system or style that a certain group can play with and have success with. Also the interaction with the players and the look on their face when they’ve worked really hard at something and they finally breakthrough and accomplish what they’ve been working at. To see the satisfaction on their faces.
Q: You’ve coached at the four-year level before coming to OC. How is junior college basketball different from four-year schools? What are the advantages of players attending a junior college instead of a four-year?
A: The advantages are that you get to play and don’t have to sit on the bench and wait until juniors and seniors are done. Smaller class sizes and individual instruction, both athletically and academically, benefit the players. There are fewer rules at the junior college level as it pertains to coaching so you can help coach them and improve their game year round.
Q: Tell us something we don’t know about you
A: I played and coached professionally in Australia and I am currently an active realtor with Windermere.
Women Score 100 Against NW Indian College
The women’s basketball team got back in the win column Monday night defeating Northwest Indian College 100-52 in the Bremer Student Center gymnasium. Sophomore Taylor Helwig (Peninsula HS) and freshman Danielle Stewart (South Kitsap HS) both had double-doubles for the Rangers. Helwig finished with 20 points and 11 rebounds; Stewart went for 15 points and 10 rebounds. 

Olympic College (3-5 overall) starts league play tomorrow at home against Peninsula College. The team lost four players to ineligibilities from fall quarter – Precious Williams, Brittany Heinrich, Toni Brown, and Mattie Kozloff. Head coach Tammy Helwig said the team is regrouping right now. “We’re going to keep the same style but try to step up the tempo – which is what we learned from playing better preseason teams,” Helwig remarked. The Lady Rangers had two tough preseason losses against Clackamas, the #2 ranked team in the NWAACC.
Helwig said the team would also continue to work on shooting which plagued the last two losses before the win last night. OC already has a victory over Peninsula this year on November 21st. “We’re looking to do the same against them again. We are hoping for a sweep this week (referring to Saturday’s contest at Everett too),” Helwig added. The team’s strength so far this season has been a well-rounded scoring attack, led by sophomores Irene Moore (Kings West) and Samantha Guilsao (South Kitsap).
Home Games This Week
WEDNESDAY
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL – 5pm vs. Peninsula in the Bremer Student Center

MEN’S BASKETBALL – 7pm vs. Peninsula in the Bremer Student Center
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