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	Softball Season Preview

Head softball coach Jessica Cabato begins her fourth season this spring with Olympic College. Cabato has had a very successful run since taking over in 2008. In her first year the Rangers finished 2nd in the NWAACC North Division and placed 3rd overall at the NWAACC Tournament, which included a school-record 31 wins. In 2009 the Rangers again finished 2nd in the division which led to a 4th place finish at the NWAACC’s. Last year they qualified for the NWAACC Tournament, but were bounced from the tournament after losing their first game. They didn’t get a chance to redeem themselves as the loser’s bracket portion of the tournament was scratched due to rain. 
This year the Rangers will have the deepest pitching staff Cabato has had during her tenure at Olympic. Five players on the roster are available to pitch, which includes freshmen Corinne Kleeberger (West Seattle High), Jillian Stewart, Ashley Holland, and Melonie Walsworth. Sophomore Lexi Orteza can also toe the bump if needed.
The middle infield is anchored by two returners – Olympic High School graduates Lexi Orteza (2B) and Miranda Sanderson (SS). Unfortunately, two weeks ago Sanderson injured her arm and is currently awaiting results to see if she will red-shirt or not. Local freshman Bridjet Box seems to have locked down third-base. 
Two positions are still up for grabs as far as playing time goes – first-base and catcher. Newcomers Jillian Stewart (Enumclaw, Wash.) and Olivia Markovich (Central Kitsap High) will compete into the preseason for innings at first-base. All three freshmen catchers on the roster are battling it out behind the dish. Jamie Cussac (Bothell), Olivia Markovich, and Jessica Klump (Olympic High) are vying for time, though Cabato does refer to the catching staff as “strong”. Cabato also likes the versatility Klump adds to the roster. “She’s going to do a number of things for us this year. She’s a great utility player. She can catch, play short, first, or go in the outfield,” Cabato added.

Cabato has Meika Bumbalough from Klahowya High lined up to transfer in from Sterling College, an NAIA school, at the beginning of spring quarter. Bumbalough red-shirted at the Kansas school last year. “She’ll be a great addition offensively for us,” Cabato said.
“The outfield may lack a little depth, but they have been working very hard to get better,” Cabato said. She thinks Ashley Holland (Peninsula High) is the best of the bunch at that position, and also believes Melonie Walsworth (Lake Oswego, Ore.) will contribute offensively.

The biggest pick up of the season for Cabato wasn’t in recruiting, it was in adding an assistant coach. Former two-time all-league Rangers softball player Natalie Peapea joins Cabato’s staff after a MCL injury cut her career short at Dickinson State Univeristy in North Dakota. Peapea works on campus and has been able to help Cabato with administrative duties as well as recruiting and coaching the outfielders full-time. “I think that (the addition of Peapea) will have the most impact on the program this year and in years to come. She’s on campus, she puts in a lot of time, and she will fill in all the gaps for me as a head coach. I could not ask for a better assistant coach,” Cabato added. 
On February 24th the most recent NWAACC Letter of Intent list was released, and softball inked their second official signee for their 2012 class. Jeanette Gonzalez, from Garey High School in Pomona, Calif. will play middle infield next year. Gonzalez is Cabato’s first player from California. “She’s quick, and has a lot of range. She talks a lot on the field, and she’s got great footwork,” Cabato said. The softball program has also received three verbal commitments from local players. Tristan Stromberg, who will play for the women’s soccer team next fall, will also play softball in the spring of 2012.
The Rangers softball team opens their season this Saturday on the road at the Inter-Region tournament in Vancouver, Wash. They face Clark College at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, followed by a game against Clackamas at noon. On Sunday OC plays Lower Columbia at 9:00 a.m. and Chemeketa at 1:00 p.m.
This spring the softball team is also making the move to the Kitsap Fairgrounds and Events Center. They will play their games next to the baseball stadium. OC’s first home game is slated for Thursday, March 24th against Shoreline.

Rangers Finish First Road Trip With a Tie, Win
The OC baseball team finished it’s first road trip 1-2-1 in Yakima, Wash. at the Bill Faller Invitational Tournament. Friday’s opening game against Everett saw Rangers pitchers issue 7 walks and 5 hit batters. “When you put 12 guys on base without giving up a hit, it’s a recipe for disaster,” said head coach Ryan Parker. OC was in a 6-0 hole by the 4th inning and couldn’t catch up, losing 9-3. Brad Fairweather contributed two hits, one being a double. He finished with two RBI’s.
Saturday’s first game versus Yakima Valley saw an implosion of sorts – OC made 7 errors, walked 5 batters, and the offense could only muster 1 run on 3 hits. Yakima ran away from the Rangers with a blowout win.
Olympic regrouped for a 6-6 tie behind Elliot Thorsen’s first collegiate start. Thorsen went 5 1/3 innings, allowing 4 earned runs; he struck out 8 batters. OC jumped out to an early lead when Mason Castillon scored on a Topher Scheeler single in the 1st inning. The Rangers tacked on runs in the 2nd and 5th innings via Brett Brown’s hit and run triple, and RBI singles by Mason Castillon and Glen Hewey. There were some bizarre moments in the game – in the middle of the 4th inning a bank of lights turned off down the first-base line. It took nearly 20 minutes to get all the lights back on before play resumed. Then, after back-and-forth lead changes in the 6th and 7th innings, Centralia had the bases loaded in the bottom of the eighth inning with a 1-2 count on their number three hitter at the plate. One of the field umpires called a balk on Ranger reliever Chris Hackworth after the 1-1 pitch was fouled out of play. However, the home plate umpire did not put the ball back in play and two Rangers defenders were not back to their positions after chasing the foul ball. A 10-minute conference ensued, not only to discuss the balk call, but also to discuss the time limit for the game. The tournament rules clearly stated that no ties would be allowed, but after the balk call was reversed, Hackworth struck out the batter to complete the 8th inning, and consequently the game. At that point the game was called dead and ended in a tie.
Josh Arnold set the tone for Sunday morning’s rematch against Centralia. OC defeated Centralia 9-1 to close out the tournament. In his second start of the season Arnold (1-0) held the Trailblazers running game in check, and went 7 innings only allowing 4 hits and 1 earned run to go along with 4 strikeouts. Over the final two games against Centralia Brett Brown, Mason Castillon, and Kyle Doucette combined to go 13-24 (.542 batting average), scoring 7 runs and collecting 8 RBI’s. Brown leads the team in batting average at .455 heading into the weekend.
The Rangers host two teams this weekend at the Kitsap County Fairgrounds and Events Center. Mt. Hood and Thompson Rivers University, a four-year school from Kamloops, B.C. will play the opening game on Saturday at 3:00 p.m. The nightcap at 6:00 p.m. will feature the Rangers against Mt. Hood in OC’s home opener. Mt. Hood was ranked #6 in the NWAACC’s preseason poll and #23 in the ABCA/Pacific Association poll. Thompson Rivers won the Canadian National Championship in 2005, 2007, and 2009. Admission is free to all home games.

Upcoming Home Games 

SATURDAY

BASEBALL – 6pm vs. Mt. Hood @ the Kitsap Fairgrounds and Events Center

SUNDAY

BASEBALL – 12pm (DH) vs. Thompson Rivers University @ the Kitsap Fairgrounds and Events Center
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