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	Softball Heading Into Homestretch

Head coach Jessica Cabato was not pleased after the Rangers were blown out in a doubleheader against Division leader Bellevue on April 20th. Cabato, the seasoned playoff-tested coach, might have helped spark the team to compete harder. In a Kitsap Sun article after the Bellevue games she was quoted where she attacked the will of her team, saying they had accepted losing. It seems the team has regrouped and refocused since, going 6-4. Two days after the Bellevue games the Rangers split with a tough Everett team – going into extra innings in both games – and went on to sweep Edmonds the next day. This past Tuesday Olympic fell in both games at Shoreline, 5-1 and 10-2. Friday's key home match-up saw OC sweep Douglas 4-2 and 5-0. In game one freshman Bridjet Box (South Kitsap) worked deep counts on Douglas's pitcher. In three at-bats Box saw close to 30 pitches, fouling off pitch after pitch. Box had a big day at the plate in the series finishing with five walks, a homerun, and 2 RBI. Jessica Klump (Olympic) had three hits – one a double – and Kim Laur (Olympic) added two hits in the win. Corrine Kleeberger (West Seattle) got the wins on the mound in both games. In game two Lexi Orteza (Olympic) and Klump both went 3-for-4; Kleeberger helped her own cause adding two hits.
The Rangers (9-9, 11-12) split with Skagit Valley Saturday, losing 11-7 and winning 5-2. Bridjet Box had three hits in the win – two of them were for extra-bases (2B, 3B). Heading into a week where they only play two games, softball has positioned themselves for the postseason again. The old adage of being able to “control your own destiny” is exactly what Cabato and the Rangers have done. They are tied for fourth place in the North Division with Douglas College. Tuesday’s game won’t be an easy task. Olympic will rematch with the team that gave them the wake-up call just two weeks ago – the Bellevue Bulldogs. Bellevue is the top ranked team in the NWAACC with a perfect 16-0 league record. They are 27-1 overall.

Baseball’s Hopes Ride on Edmonds Series

The Rangers baseball team played right with the #7 ranked team on the West Coast for three of four games this weekend, but were unable to crack the win column. After being blown out in game one of the series, Olympic lost three games by a total of four runs (6-5, 4-2, 2-1). Starting pitchers Josh Arnold (Las Vegas, Nev.), Michael Calderon (Yakima), and Allen Hewey (Central Kitsap) all had gutsy complete game performances. Outfielder Glen Hewey (Central Kitsap) was the big hitter for OC; he went 7-for-14 on the weekend with two doubles and two runs scored.

OC may have gained moral victories in the fights against the Bulldogs, but the reality is that they are on the outside looking in as far as the playoff picture goes. It would take a huge finish in the final two series to have any hope of the schools first baseball playoff appearance since 1997. There is a logjam ahead of Olympic (5-11) in the standings with Edmonds (8-8), Douglas (8-11) and Skagit (7-9). Next up for OC is the Edmonds Tritons, who swept Douglas this past weekend. Olympic is 1½ games out of the fourth and final playoff spot. 

Men’s Golf Update

The men’s golf team traveled to Spokane for the Bigfoot Invitational tournament hosted by Spokane Falls Community College last Sunday and Monday, April 24th and 25th. OC finished 6th overall in the non-league match with a team score of 620. Dylan Kinney (Shelton) was the top finisher for Olympic (16th) and Neil Bitow (Puyallup) shot a 74 in the second round. The tournament was split between Coeur d' Alene Golf Course and Liberty Lake Golf Course in Spokane. Both the men and women’s golf teams will be in Bandon, Ore. for the Southwestern Oregon tournament next weekend at the Bandon Dunes Golf Resort.

Women’s Soccer, Volleyball, Baseball Signees

The NWAACC announced the most recent letter of intent list on April 21st. Olympic College had four more future student-athletes on the list. Women’s soccer head coach Dick Lowry signed two more local soccer recruits for his team next year. Rachel Tafte and Kyla Jorgenson are both from Kingston High School.

Volleyball head coach Beth Donnelly added Samantha Youngblood from Camas High School in Vancouver, Wash. Youngblood is a defensive specialist and outside hitter. “She has good leadership potential and is very aggressive in the front and back row,” Donnelly said.

Head baseball coach Ryan Parker inked Zach Reyes, a left-handed pitcher from South Kitsap. Parker sees Reyes as a pitcher who will add depth to the bullpen next year. Reyes will pitch with OC pitching coach Pete Randall this summer for the Blaze Baseball Club. 

Track: Saint Martin’s Invite Highlights
Daryl Schruhl and the track team were back in action this past Saturday in Lacey for the Saint Martin’s Invite. Rachel Feiring (Gig Harbor) qualified for the NWAACC Championships in the 1,500m. The women’s 4x400 meter relay team took 3rd with a time of 4:28.08. Runners on the team were Ashley Frank, Mattie Kozloff, Taylor Person, and Feiring. Jeremy Delicino (Spanaway Lake) placed third in the 5,000m with a time of 15:38.11 and Brenden Schruhl (Olympic) was 4th in the 3,000m steeplechase (10:32.30).

The Kitsap Sun recently featured an article on Irene Moore. Here’s the link.

The distance track team will be at Husky Stadium on the campus of the University of Washington this Saturday for the Ken Shannon Invite. The meet will be the final prep for the Rangers before the NWAACC Championships in Spokane May 23-24. The team has many individuals who have already qualified for the NWAACC Championships 

Home Games This Week

SUNDAY
BASEBALL – 1pm (DH) vs. Edmonds @ Kitsap Fairgrounds
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