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This year’s Men’s Basketball team 
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Freshman Cassie Fawcett
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Sophomore Michael Calderon
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Pete Randall
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	Men Upset Skagit, Run Away From Edmonds
Playing the underdog role, the Olympic College men’s basketball team has won two of their last three games. Last Saturday they pulled out an upset at Skagit Valley. Freshman Josh Koets lead the way with his highest scoring output of the season – 30 points. He also added 12 rebounds as the Rangers took one from playoff-bound Skagit in Mount Vernon, Wash.
On President’s Day OC came out flat at home, lacking energy. Seattle beat the Rangers 77-68. Josh Koets had 22 points and 8 rebounds. The Rangers only shot 39% from the field, and struggled from behind the three-point arc, making just three of 16 attempts. 

Wednesday they turned it around, running away from Edmonds for a 109-93 victory. In the final home game for sophomores Isaiah Thompson, Correy Bagby, and Drew Reid, all three played big roles in the win. Thompson had 15 points and 7 assists, Babgy went for 21 points, and Reid played an all-around solid game collecting 14 points to go with 6 rebounds and 3 assists. OC led by 20 at half, 60-40.

The men will close out their season on the road against Whatcom on Saturday. The Orcas have clinched the number four seed from the NWAACC North Division with a 10-5 league record.  

Fawcett on Fire

Freshman Cassie Fawcett, a transfer from Pacific Lutheran University, has been on fire of late. Fawcett has been the Rangers leading scorer in their past six consecutive games.

Although Olympic lost at home to Edmonds on Wednesday, the 72-60 score was much closer than the first time around when they were blown out by 35 points. OC lost the battle on the boards 52-36 Monday, and sent Edmonds to the free throw line often. Edmonds cashed in for 21 points via Olympic fouls. 

Monday the Rangers took advantage of second-chance points against Seattle; they earned a 71-57 victory over the Storm. Sam Gulisao chipped in 16 points. Fawcett lead all scorers with 21 points.

The Lady Rangers finish up at Whatcom this Saturday. The Orcas have clinched a playoff spot and are playing for seeding into the NWAACC tournament. Whatcom’s Ashley Honeycutt leads the NWAACC in rebounding, averaging 11 per game.
Baseball Season Preview

Next Tuesday the men’s baseball team opens their 2011 season on the road against Green River, and thus starts the marathon that is the college baseball season. Fifth-year head coach Ryan Parker is very optimistic about his teams chances, even with the stiff competition the the NWAACC North Division presents.
“We have added depth and are more talented at every position on the field. I really feel like this is the year we start to contend for our first playoff birth since 1997,” Parker said. The Rangers have improved their on the field product the past three years, although they have been unable to break through to the playoffs.
“I look for our starting pitching and defense to lead us. I expect us to be a pesky offensive team that can get guys on base and manufacture runs on a regular basis,” Parker added.

The NWAACC baseball champion has come from the North Division in three of the past four years. In 2009, Bellevue, a fourth-place team from the North Division went on the win it all, thus proving the challenge the Rangers face every year. The 2007 championship game saw two teams from the North Division battle it out for the title (Skagit and Bellevue). Last year Bellevue finished third.
Sophomores anchor the pitching staff, with lefties Josh Arnold (Las Vegas, Nev.), and Michael Calderon (Yakima, Wash.) leading the way. Elliot Thorsen, a right-handed pitcher from Olympic High School is back after a medical redshirt year, and left-hander Kurtis Pitcher (Klahowya High) has transferred back from Western Oregon University.
Right-handed pitchers Trevor Collins (Peninsula High), Chris Hackworth (Sandy, Utah), local sophomore Eric Eley (Klahowya High), and lefty Dean Cromwell (Idaho Falls, Idaho) will all see significant innings out of the bullpen.

Mason Castillon from Hawaii, and Topher Scheeler from Utah will handle a majority of the catching duties. “Castillon will be a table-setter for us. He’s kind of a catalyst for our offense,” said Parker. According to the coaching staff, he has improved offensively from last season, and is also a threat on the basepaths.
Sophomore Brett Pickett is the only returning infielder for OC, and will also see time on the mound. The same holds true for freshman middle infielder Brett Brown, a two-way player from Cathedral City High School in Palm Springs, Calif. Local freshman Ricky Johnson (South Kitsap) and Luke Burkey (Salem, Ore.) will be used in utility infield roles to open the season. Allen Hewey, a third baseman/pitcher from Central Kitsap will be the starter at third base, and Zach Johnson, a freshman from Bend, Ore. will be at the other corner (1B).

Brad Fairweather (South Kitsap High) is the only returning outfielder from last year’s team. He is accompanied by freshmen Kyle Doucette (Chimacum High), Oliver Nelson (Capital High in Olympia, Wash.), Glen Hewey (Central Kitsap High), and Brennan Mayfield (Lake City, Idaho). Jamie Morgan is a transfer from Spokane Falls CC – he will be a sophomore this year.
This spring will mark the first year the Olympic College Baseball program will play their home games at the Kitsap Fairgrounds and Events center since 2006. The field was remodeled in 2005. Ryan Parker is excited for the switch because of the stadium seating, better playing surface, and the opportunity to recruit to a first-class home field. “Having a field with lights, a full ten-inning scoreboard, and the ability to use the P.A. system and have music makes it feel like a real collegiate baseball setting,” Parker said.

The Kitsap BlueJackets of the West Coast League also play on the field in the summer, as does Olympic High School. Parker will enter his 4th  season with the BlueJackets this summer as the Head Assistant Coach. 

Parker will be assisted by Spencer Stark and Abe Lupkin, who have been at his side since he took over the program. Stark is his head assistant who serves as the hitting coach and also works with catchers and infielders. Lupkin is the outfield coach and develops the strength and conditioning program for the players. Mario Grymes enters his third year with the program, and will work in many different capacities, including coaching firstbase and working with outfielders. 

The biggest addition to the staff this year is the arrival of pitching coach Pete Randall. A former major league baseball scout with the Philadelphia Phillies and Boston Red Sox, Randall’s presence and knowledge has already paid huge dividends with the pitching staff.

Parker, Stark, and Grymes are all former Rangers baseball players.
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